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In the year 1952, the house committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) held hearings on communist activity in Hollywood, and they called [people to testify but Lillian Hellman, who was a screenwriter and a playwright refused to give information about others. Due to this, she was blacklisted, and companies would not hire her. She promised to give her information if only she would not be forced to testify on others. In her letter, Hellman said that she was brought up and taught that she should never do anything that hurts her neighbour, she should never tell lies or give false witness. She says that she should not, at any point, bring misfortune to any innocent person (Hellman, 1952). Her respect for the Christian virtues instilled into her prompted her from giving any information about others. She was not in any way willing to break the principles taught to her to fit in the year's fashion. Hellman states that she is not political and does not think that she can fit in any political group. She was very ready to give any information about herself as she states that she is never ashamed of anything in her life. She wished that the letter was replied to give her a way forward.
This document gives some information about the history of America. Through this instance, we get to know that people in the United States would be forced to provide information about others during investigations. This was a serious issue as a refusal to this would lead one to lose their job by being blacklisted by employers as Hellman was. The personal decision on whether to give information or not was not valued “If the committee is unwilling to give me this assurance, I will be forced to plead the privilege of the fifth amendment at the hearing.”
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